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President De Bolster 


Re-Appointed 


At the winter meeting of the Board of Governors held on 
January 27 and 28, 1984, Rev. Henry R. De Bolster was re- 
appointed president for a four-year term, from June 1, 1984 
to May 31, 1988. 

Rev. De Bolster was appointed the first president of 
Redeemer College effective June 1, 1981. However at that 
time, there were no students, no faculty, a couple of part- 
time staff members, a few library books and no facilities. 
Redeemer College was then only a vision, a hope, a dream, 
a prayer. tt can be said that Rev. De Bolster was appointed 
president of a non-existant college. 



















Rev. Henry &. De Bolster 

There is no need to recount the history of the past two and 
one-half years. Under the prayerful direction and leadership 
of Rey. De Bolster, Redeemer College has flourished. The 
Lord has blessed the efforts of Rev. De Bolster and the whole 
Redeemer College family in a beautiful and unique way. 
Rev. De Bolster is the first to give all credit and honour to the 
Lord for the blessings He has bestowed on Redeemer Col- 
lege, and the last to take any credit himself. 

in the fall of 1983, the Executive of the Board appointed a 
“Presidential Evaluation Committee.”’ The Chairman of this 
Committee was lawyer Albert |. Bakker of St. Catharines, 
who is also Vice-Chairman of the Board of the Governors of 
Redeemer College. Mr. Bakker has long been involved with 
Redeemer College, including those early difficult days when 
Redeemer College was trying to obtain a provincial charter. 
Other members of the Committee included homemaker 
(and part-time Redeemer College student) Ineke Bezuyen of 
St. Catharines; pastor John De Jong of Georgetown; Ontario 
Alliance of Christian Schools Executive Director Adrian 
Guldemond of Hamilton and Christian school principal Jim 
Vreugdenhil of Trenton. 

The focus of the committee's work concentrated on the et- 
fectiveness of Rev. De Bolster as a leader in working with 
various parts of the Redeemer College family. These in- 
cluded faculty members, members of the administrative 
staff, ministers from each of the Christian Reformed Classes in 
Eastern Canada, Christian school administrators, various 
members of the greater supporting constituency and 
Redeemer College students. In addition, the Committee 


“ings: in the ” 
Rev. De Bolster mantinoed: an: aly conetier: this {job as. 


looked at Rev. De Bolster’s role in defining the reformed 
character of the College, as well as his role in integrating 
faith and administration and faith and learning. All in all, the 
equivalent of a full week was spent in interviewing people. 
in addition, the Committee met a number of times in order 
to co-ordinate its work and prepare the report. The result 
was an in-depth, thorough 25-page report. 

The Committee’s report was read at the Board meeting. 
After discussion, the Board considered a recommendation 
from the Executive Committee that Rev. De Bolster be re- 
appointed for another four years. The Board approved the 
motion unanimously. 

Asked to comment on Rev. De Bolster's re-appointment, 
Mr. Bakker said, “We are absolutely convinced that Rev. De 
Bolster is the best person for the jab of president of Redeemer 
College at this time in the College's development.” 

Rev. De Bolster was delighted with the Board's decision. 
He commented: “When | first became president of 
Redeemer College, | was, to say the least, quite apprehensive. 
| truly wondered haw | could do the job. Now, after two and 


one-half years of training on the job, | eagerly look forward to 


the challenges and blessings of today and tomorrow. The 


Lord has truly pea ies t have she eas that i inva sven) 


vn His pr 


president) as my calling as a minister. This is my ministry. On 
the one hand | continue to preach the Word of the Lord ona 
regular basis, often preaching three times on a Sunday, Not in 
one church mind you, but all over Ontario. At the same time, 
as the individual personally in charge of the faith life at 
Redeemer College, | am involved with young men and 
women at a particularly crucial time in their lives. | even 
teach a Profession of Faith class on campus. | have the oppor- 
tunity to discuss with many students on an individual basis 
their persanal relationship to Jesus Christ. |-can think of no 
greater hanour and no greater responsibility than to be part 
of this great adventure of faith called Christian college educa- 
tion. ft is precisely here, and at other Christian colleges, that 
We Drepane YOUN Men and women to serve /esus Christ as 
their Saviour and Lord jn all af life. 

“There is another dimension to my ministry as president of 
Redeemer College, undoubtedly the most important one, Ibis 
my privilege to help set the direction at the college. 

“It is extremely important that the leadership in the 


Churches be biblical and confessional. In order to retain that — 


leadership it will be necessary for young men and women to 
receive an education that is Reformed. | am privileged to be a 
part of that Reformed education. Together at Redeemer Col- 
lege we pray for God's guidance and we work hard to give a 
vision to our students, also for the good of the Churches. | 
hope that more and more young people will come from ail 
different backgrounds and be moulded by an éducation firm- 
ly based on God's word for service and leadership positions in 
the Church of Jesus Christ. Without that direction the Church 
will lase its distinctiveness. 

“That is why |.am so excited—perhaps passionate is a better 
word—about our college. We are training and preparing the lead- 
ers of tomorrow’s society-—including leaders in the Churches!” 





January 27-28, 1984 


BOARD MEETING 


The winter meeting of the Board of Governors of 
Redeemer College was held at the College on Friday eve- 
ning, January 27 and all day Saturday, January 28, 1984. 

In the absence of Chairman Nick Van Duyvendyk of Ot- 
tawa, Vice-Chairman Albert Bakker presided at the 
meetings. All other Board members were present. 

The meeting had a very heavy agenda, and not every item 
was completed. The Board will meet again in special session 












HIGHLIGHTS 


on March 24 to complete its work and address any new 
issues that may arise in the meantime. 
Outlined below are a few highlights of the meeting. 


Re-Appointments 


Fight of the nine full-time faculty members had been ap- 
pointed for an initial two years, which conclude this coming 


— Board Meeting continued on page 13 


_in the Family 
Each one of the over 160 full-time students at 
Redeemer College represents a very special 
family. However, eight families are extra- 


special in that they have two members at 
Redeemer as students. 









jim De Vries 
DRESDEN 


‘Brian De Vries 
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Trudy Kroesbergen Bill Kroesbergen 


AILSA CRAIG 


DRESDEN 


Maalene Luth 





Michael Oegema Wayne Oegema 
TALBOTVILLE 





Renee ‘Sikkema 
HAMILTON 


Ray Sikkema 








Curtis Tuininga Ken Tuininga 


JARWIS 





Peter Vander Wert Walt Vander Werf 
BROCKVILLE 
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Dr. T. Plantinga 
Philosophy 


All the lectures will be presented 
al Redeemer College, 467 Beach 
Blvd., Hamilton, beginning al 8 
p.m. The registration fee is 
$6.25 per lecture or $25.00 for 
the series. Registration will take 
place at the door. 








SPRING LECTURES 
The Challenge of Secularism 


March 12 March 19 


Dr. H. Van Belle 
Psychology 





English 


March 26 


Dr. J. a Meer 


Biology 


March 5: Secularism: A Historical Definition — Dr. T. Plantinga 
March 12: The Family in an Individualistic Society — Dr. H. Van Belle 
March 19: Literature and the Arts in a Mass Society — Prof. H. Cook 
March 26: Science in a Technological Age — Dr. J. Vander Meer 
April 2: Politics in a Liberal Society — Prof. |, Cooper 
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Justin Cooper 
Political Science 





Board Meeting continued from page 11 
summer. English professor, Dr. Barbara 
Pell, the most recent full-time appointee, is 
in the first year of her initial two-year ap- 
pointment. 

At the Board meeting of last fall, pro- 
cedures were set in motion to evaluate the 
professors and consider their re. 
appointment, 

Each professor's work was evaluated bya 
committee of his peers (other professors). 
This frank ‘evaluation and discussion, 
presented in a spirit of Christian love, is an 
important component for the personal and 
professional development of each faculty 
member, 

Each professor was also evaluated by the 
President (Rev. De Bolster) and the Acting 
Dean (Dr. W. Van Dijk). 

The Academic Council then met to con- 
sider the faculty's and Acting Dean's 
reports, evaluations and recommendations. 
They forwarded their own reports and 
recommendations to the Board via the 
President. (The Academic Council at 
Redeemer College functions in much the 
same way as an Education Committee at a 
Christian elementary of secondary school.) 

Finally, the Board conducted its own 
evaluation. One Board member was assign- 
ed to each faculty member, This Board 
member conducted a private interview 
with the faculty member concerned and 
then conducted a public interview at the 
Board meeting. 

It was a joyful, exhilarating experience 
for all concerned. Many Board members 
spoke with joy, thankfulness and emotion 
at being able (or privileged) to listen to the 
professors as they spoke of their personal 
relationship to their Lord, their role at 
Redeemer College and the integration of 
faith and their particular discipline (or sub- 
ject). Truly a highlight! 

Re-appointed to. new three-year terms as 
full-time members of the faculty are: 


John Bolt Theology & Religion 
Hugh Cook English 
Justin Cooper Political Science 


Theodore Plantinga Philosophy 

Harry Van Belle = Psychology 

Jitse Vander Meer Biology 

Wyise Van Dijk = Mathematics & Physics 
Harry Van Dyk History 


Librarian Dan Savage, who underwent 
the same rigorous evaluation, was re- 
appointed librarian. 


Promoted 


Also at the Board meeting, Dr. Theodore 
Famine was Pnetee from Assistant Pro- 


fessor of Philosophy to Associate Professor. 
Professor Plantinga presently also serves as 
Registrar at Redeemer College. Congratula- 
tions! 


Executive Appointment 


Bruce Dykstra of Jarvis had been elected’ 


to the Executive Committee of the Board 
and the Finance Committee by his fellow 
Board members last fall. 

The Executive and Finang 
meet monthly | to address m 
between full Board meetings. 

Due to a heavy schedule and many other 
commitments, Mr. Dykstra felt compelled 
to resign as a member of these Committees, 
even though he remains on the Board as a 
regular member, Mr. Dykstra is manager of 
the Royal Bank in Hagersville. 

In his place, on both the Executive and 
Finance Committees, the Board 
unanimously appointed Mr. Sid Harkema 
of Orillia, Mr. Harkema has many years 
business experience as president of his own 
large transport company. In addition he has 
been involved in many “‘kingdom causes,” 
assuming leadership roles in numerous 
organizations, 


New Appointments 


At the meeting, the Board appointed 
three new full-time faculty. These included 
appointments in French, Business and 
Religion/Classical Language. 

At the time of this writing, we are ex- 
tremely happy to share with you that Mrs, 
Sandra Beckett of Guelph has accepted the 
French appointment. Mrs. Beckett, current- 
ly a member of a Presbyterian church, is 
completing her doctorate and expects to be 
Dr. Beckett by this summer. She becomes 
the 10th fulltime faculty member at 
Redeemer College and the second woman. 
Being in Canada, Redeemer College is 
committed to a strong program in French. 
We will share with you more about Mrs. 
Beckett and other full-time appointees in 
some future issue of Reflections. 

The people appointed to the Business 
and Religion/Classical Language positions 
have not yet accepted the contracts ex- 
tended to them, so it would be inap- 
propriate to tell you more about them at 
this time. Pray that they will accept. 

The search continues for three more full- 
lime professors, including a Dean. 


AUCC 


Redeemer College has been working for 
some time at seeking membership in the 
Association of Universities and Colleges of 


~. 
Panini 
mae ae 


Canada (AUCC). This organization meets 
several times each year and includes as 
members most credible universities and 
colleges in Canada. 

At the present time, the application for 
membership of Trinity Western Christian 
College, a liberal arts college similar to 
Redeemer, located in Langley, British Col- 
umbia, is being considered by the AUICC. 
Trinity Western began just over 20 years 
ago and now has over 800 students. © 


How the AUCC treats the application of 


Trinity Western will have significant impact — 
on the application of Redeemer. 
Atits meeting, the Board approved a pro- 






Features: 


Z ® cheap rent 








and privacy too! 








Reserve yours now | 
* Vacation Homes * 
RENT A DORM 






® central location 


® air-conditioned 
® fully furnished 


Redeemer College is renting its fully-furnished, air-conditioned 
dorms during the summer months on a weekly basis. 


The rent is only $150.00 per week. 


Located, on Frances Road, Burlington, just 1/4 mile off the 
Q.E.W., less than 1 hour's drive will get you to Toronto (C.N. Tower, 
‘Science Center, Canada’s Wonderland, Ontario Place) Niagara Falls 
(Marineland, etc.) or Rockton (African Lion Safari). 


Why impose on friends or relatives? Why pay $150.00 for a 
hotel room in Toronto for 1 night, when the same amount will get 
you a dorm for a whole week, There is room for the whole family — 


If you are interested in reserving a dorm for your family’s 
vacation this summer, just call us. . . 


Redeemer College 
467 Beach Blvd. 
Hamilton, Ontario L8BH 6W8 

(416) 549-8024 


posed submission requesting provisional 
membership in the ALICC for Redeemer 
College. The submission includes over 150 
pages. 

To become a member of the AUCC, even 


provisional membership, means many 
benefits. It will mean added credibility, 
both in the academic circles and in govern- 
ment ministries. Credit transfer and 
recognition will become easier. Grants for 
students and for faculty research may 
become a reality. Pray for wisdom and 
guidance as our application is processed. 0] 
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Democratic Presidential Hopefuls Fight a Race in which Religion 


Is Not Likely to be Prominent 


(RNS) — Election-year montage sym- 
bolizes the intensity of the 1984 race 
to the White House, which gets into 
full swing this month during state 
primaries and caucuses. Each of the 
eight major announced Democratic 
aspirants will be scrutinized carefully 
on a ‘wide range of issues—including 
religion. Most of the evidence this year 
suggests that religion will not play a 
major role in the campaign, but as in 
every election year, Americans will 
want their candidates to be 
“believers” of one kind or another. 

Politicians have been symbolically 
putting God on the ticket beside them 
since the earliest days of the republic. 
And until recently, it was clearly a 
Protestant God invoked by candidates 
for high national office. It took John F. 
Kennedy's victory in 1960 toconvince 
the nation that a Catholic could win 
the presidency. In today's religious 
climate, however, religious tolerance 
prevails to the extent that it is virtual- 
ly impossible to characterize the 
religious beliefs of the Democratic 
presidential candidates. 

There are no Catholics in this year’s 
race and there have never been any 
Jewish candidates. Nonetheless, the 
range of religious views expressed by 
the candidates reveals the various 
roles religion plays in American 
political life. The fact that some can- 
didates do little to emphasize their 
personal faith indicates a greater 
tolerance among Americans for politi- 
clans who are not spiritually zealous. 

Most, but not all, presidents have 
held church membership, usually in 
one of the major Protestant denomina- 
tions like the Presbyterians. 
Methodists or Episcopalians. Presi- 
dent Reagan had little formal contact 
with religion until he came to public 
life, but he considers himself an 
“evangelical” and has vigorously 
courted voters of that stripe in U.S. 
Protestantism. 

‘This year’s race contains the most 
overtly religious campaign in 
American history, thanks to the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson, the first black and first 
clergyman to become a major 
presidential candidate. Mr. Jackson's 
preaching and liberal policies have 
won him wide political support among 
black churchgoers, Yet Jackson's use 
of religion in a campaign sets him 
apart from the other major can- 
didaies, none of whom have made 
spirituality a prominent electoral 
strategy, 

Though the other candidates have 
not sought to match Mr. Jackson's fer- 
vor, several of them are also schooled 
in biblical language. Two of the can- 
didates are sons of preachers, and 
three, including Mr. Jackson, went to 
a theological seminary. Walter Mon- 
dale. the front-runner for the 
Democratic nomination, grew up in a 
Methodist parsonage, although today 
he is a Presbyterian. Sen. Gary Hart 
Brew up in a strict evangelical at- 
mosphere and attended Yale Divinity 
School before switching to law. Sen. 
Ernest Hollings is a Luiheran from 
South Carolina. Former Florida gover- 
nor Reuben Askew has been on the 
crusade platform with both Billy 
Graham and Bill Bright of the Campus 
Crusade for Christ. Sen. John Glenn 
of Ohio seems to exude an old- 
fashioned American patriotism that 
posits faith in God. Former South 
Dakota Sen. George McGovern, the 
son of a Wesleyan Methodist preacher, 
attended Garrett Theological 
Seminary in Evanston,  [llinois. 
Among all the major candidates, only 
Sen. Alan Cranston of California 
makes virtually no mention of 
religious faith. The senator does not 
belong to any church, but in Califor- 
nia this has not been a liability. 

No matter which Democratic can- 
didate faces President Reagan in 


November, his personal faith will con- 
trast sharply with the conservative 
Christianity of Mr. Reagan. But 


because Americans have learned to 


= 
o's 
= 





live—sometimes 





by John T. Fennell 


reluctantly—with 


religious pluralism, the faith of the 


presidential candidates is not likely to 
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Fundamentalist Sues for 
Damages in Wisconsin 
Deprogramming Case 
WISCONSIN (EN) — Now fundamen- 
talists are bearing the brunt of 
deprogramming. Bill Eilers, a 24-year- 
old farmer from Trempeleau County. 
WI, has brought suit against his fami- 
ly. his in-laws, and several hired 
deprogrammers, who in 1982 alleged- 
ly confined Eilers and his wife for six 
days at a Franciscan retreat in Min- 
nesota. The Eilerses were members of 
a fundamentalist group called the 
Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Eilers claims that he and his wife, 
Sandy. who was pregnant, were 
forced to listen to tapes denouncing 
their faith and were alternately sub- 
jected to kindness and brutality. He 
says he escaped by leaping from a 
moving car. Sandy Eilers, though, has 
renounced her fundamentalist faith 
and returned to her family’s 
Catholicism, She has filed for divorce. 
Bill Eilers has not seen his wife or his 
newborn child since the deprogram- 
ming sessions. He sought the $5.1 
million civil lawsuit after a grand jury 
failed to indict the deprogrammers on 


REWIGMUS NEWS SERVICE PHY To 


be a paeen issue. 


2 eriminal char Bes. 


Liberation Theology: 
Nothing New Under the Sun 


he author of Ecclesiastes tells us that there is no- 
thing new under the sun. This is certainly true of 
the contemporary version of liberation theology, for the 
Medieval Church frequently engaged in its own version 
of the practice. To be sure, the jargon has changed, but 
the game remains the same—a quest for secular ‘political 


power, a quest that is inevitably corrupting. - 


Today's theology of liberation is an attempt to fuse 
Christianity with Marxist dogma. Christ is portrayed as 
the radical from Nazareth who is a political and revolu- 
tionary figure. Liberation theologians, such as Peru’s 
Gustavo Gutierrez in A Theology of Liberation, urge 
Christians to actively engage in the overthrow of corrupt 
“reactionary” political systems through the use of 
Marxist-Leninist categories and practice. The ultimate 
result will be, they assure us, a millennial age on earth. 
Liberation theology has many adherents and sym- 
pathizers among the literati of Western Europe and the 
United States; however, the center for the practice of 
liberation theology is Latin America, where even priests 


occasionally discard their Roman collars and join guer- 


rilla bands. And after the revolution the guerrilla-clerics 
also claim their share of the spoils in the form of govern- 
ment posts, as In Nicaragua where several Jesuits par- 
ticipate in the Sandinista regime. 

John Paul Il, in a 1979 speech to a conference of Latin 
American bishops, warned that “The Church wishes to 
stay free with regard to the competing systems in order 
to opt only for man. Whatever the miseries or sufferings 
that afflict man, it is not through violence, the interplay 
of power and political systems but through the truth 
concerning man that he journeys toward a better fu- 
ture...” and that the human condition can be 
ameliorated. During the Pope's most recent journey to 
Central America, he strongly criticized the involvement 
of priests and nuns in the leftist revolutionary sine bed 
that is roiling the region. 

John Paul has good reason to be concerned; Chureh 
history contains many examples of the corrupting in- 
fluence of a drive for secular power. Molitre. in his 
classic 17th century satire, Tartu/fe, effectively attacks 
the confusion of spiritual with worldly political authori- 
ty: 

These charlatans, | say, whose pilgrim souls 
Proceed, by way of Heaven, toward earthly goals, 
Who weep and pray and swindle and extort, 
Who preach the monkish life, but haunt the court, 
Who make their zeal the partner of their vice— 
Such men are vengeful, sly, and cold as ice, 

And when there is an enemy to defame 

They cloak their spite in fair religion's name, 
Their private spleen and malice being made 

To seem a high and virtuous crusade, 

Until, to mankind's reverent applause, 

They crucify their foc in Heaven's cause. 


A brief examination of the Medieval Church further il- 


luminates the-implications of liberation theology—the 
theology of the modern Tartuffes. 


P rior to the eleventh century the attitude of the 
pious Christian towards a corrupt environment 
was to withdraw as much as possible from the world in 
order to avoid contamination. When, in the eleventh 
century, a spiritual revival began in Europe, the new 
foal, pioneered by a reform Papacy, became conversion 
rather than withdrawal. There were two approaches to 
implementing conversion, which might be character- 
ized as “reform from the bottom" and “reform from the 
top.” Reform from the bottom was personified by St. 
Francis of Assisi, who, while traveling among the people 
of the towns and countryside, worked towards the moral 
and spiritual regeneration of society through personal 
example and preaching. 

The alternative, reform from the top. is the medieval 
equivalent of liberation theology, mutatis mutandis. 
Reform from the top involved an independent Papacy 
actively engaging in the politics of empires and 
kingdoms. In the mid-eleventh century, beginning with 
Leo IX, the Church waged a war against simony and 
unrestraint. Then tn 1075 G aregory Vil insisted that the 
Papacy was the final authority in all temporal, as well as 
spiritual, affairs, and eventually the Holy Roman 
Emperor, Henry IV, went to Canossa. But Canossa sym- 
bolized the start of two centuries of struggle between the 
Papacy and secular authorities over temporal power. 

The end sought by the Popes was idealistic: the crea- 
tion of a genuine Christian society throughout Europe. 
However, this worthy objective gradually led the 
Church leaders to employ the tactics of secular political 
struggle and diplomacy. Whereas most of the Popes of 
the High Middle Ages were personally pious, their public 
wheeling and dealing could not be distinguished from 
the behavior of a Frederick Barbarossa. 

Undoubtedly, the advocates of liberation theology 
enter the political arena with good intentions, bul soon 
one cannot distinguish them (save for the Roman collars 
when donned) from the rest of the politicians, terrorists 
and guerrillas. Just as the spiritual credibility of the 
Medieval Papacy was gradually eroded, the moral 
authority of the modern liberation theologians 
evaporates and mingles with the rest of the turgid 
revolutionary steam billowing out over the world. 

The most profound dilemmas of the human condition 
are not solved by governments. This insight is evoked 
by Robert Frost's plea from “Build Soil”: 


“| bid vou to a one-man revolution— 
The only revolution that is coming.” 


The path to healing the spirit lies through the inspira- 
tion of a St. Francis. In a materialistic and debauched 
age, the advocates of liberation theology—the Tartuffes 
of the twentieth century—only make our time a little 
darker. O 


John T, Fennell hos an advanced degree in political sclence from 
DCLA and has been published in periodicals, newspapers, one 
aeadeniic journals, 
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Media Lens 


by John R. Hamilton 








V aut is the story of a young woman who wants to 
study the Bible more than anything in life. So 
intense is her desire to learn the wisdom of the Old 
Testament and of the Talmud, that this Jewish girl 
will pose as a boy, if necessary, to enter a yeshiva 
school where such knowledge is served up. 

it was, so the opening title tells us, a time when the 
world of study belonged only to men. In the rather 
stilted opening scene, a bookseller brings his wagon 
of readables into the marketplace of a 1904 Russian 
Jewish village (Czechoslovakia serving as the loca- 
tion here). He loudly proclaims his wares, “Sacred 
books for men: story books for women. Sacred books 
for men; picture books for women."’ The repetition is 
awkward and unnecessary, as we quickly learn from 
Yentl that readers of her gender may not buy 
philosophical treatises on the Talmud or sacred 
Scriptures. She buys “for my father” the very book 
on the interpretation of Genesis that we have seen 
two young men avidly discussing earlier in the scene. 

Yentl is played by Barbra Streisand in this film of 
the same name, which Streisand also directed, co- 
produced, and co-scripted. This is believed to be a 
first for a woman in film, another of many firsts for 
the forty-one-year-old. Already the only performer to 
ever win all four major media awards (television's 
Emmy, film's Oscar, music's Grammy, and Broad- 
way's Tony). Streisand now debuts in a directional 
role, Even if you don’t care for her, you've got to ad- 
mit she has accomplishments and at a fairly young 
age. 

Yentl is her widower Papa's only child. He has 
found through the years that he cannot dismiss his 
daughter's curiosity and questions with a simple 
“That's not for girls." He teaches her the Bible and 
the Talmudic interpretations of it. They draw the cur- 
tains when studying, because although “God 
understands, the neighbors won't!” 


4, 


The beautiful and delicate Hadass (Amy Insing) serves a perfect 
meal to Avigder (Mandy Patinkin) and his study partner, Yentl, 


Here is a not uncommon scenario in real life. Men 
who have definite ideas of women's place change 
their tune when they have daughters. They often 
teach them things and, especially if they have no 
sons, raise them dearly, sharing all the accumulated 
family wisdom and lessons of experience. 

Yentl is thus the exact opposite in rearing and 
temperament from Hadass (Amy Irving), the girl she 
meets at a formal dinner soon after coming to the 
yeshiva. Yentl is intellectual, jumps at any debating 
opportunity, and is keen to explore moral im- 
peratives and nuances. Hadass is so prim and proper 
that every cookie she bakes is identical in size and 
brownness. As film critic Pauline Kael describes 
Hadass, “She's dopey and she's sumptuous—she's 
the image of what women have wanted to be freed 
from, yet can’t help wanting to be." 

Here are the media stereotypes—women are 
beautiful, kept objects in a Laura Ashley world, or 
else tough broads of the business world. But are 
these really the only options? Can there not be both 
intelligence and deference? Gods’ Word says simply, 
“In Christ there is no male or female” (Galatians 
a:28). 

However, Hadass’ betrothed, Avigdor (Mandy 
Patinkin), does not see it that way. She is everything 
he has ever wanted. She is like a porcelain doll to 
him, fragrantly pretty, attentive to his every desire 
and creature comfort. When asked if he ever asked 
her what she thought about some religious issue, 
Avigdor replies, “No, what could she be thinking of?” 

Yentl, disguised as a boy now calling himself An- 
shel, presses this point with Avigdor, with whom a 
close comraderie develops. Anshel explains that the 
Talmud suggests “side as an acceptable translation 
of “rib” in Genesis 2, thus meaning woman is man's 
equal, taken from his side, not a subordinate part. 
Men often are torn, not knowing if women should be 
intellectual partners or servants. The Jewish tradi- 
tionalists seem satisfied with the latter. 





Yentl 
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Yentl, posing as a member of the opposite gender, 
is led into a web of feelings that confuse her, The film 
is a complex of emotions tearing in different direc- 
tions, yet all within a single character. The challenge 
to actress Streisand here is enormous, as she must 
convey her persona as a young woman, a woman 
posing as a young man. a young man befriending 
another young man as aman, a husband caring fora 
new bride, and a woman longing for a man she can- 
not tell she is a woman. These character interplays 
keep the emotional tension of Yentl high and the 
engrossed viewer is kept on the edge of his or her 
seal, waiting for the denouement. 

A particularly strong scene has Yentl as Anshel 
teaching her new wife the portions of the Talmud 
which stress equality of the sexes and showing by ex- 
ample that the best mate is a Jriend, BO a forceful 
lover. 


The fii eeleciaun tinuleaa device initsattemptto 


communicate Yentl’ 8 psychological pot pourri, She 
sings to herself, and thus to us, the audience. Yet 
Yentlis nota conventional musical. The collaborative 
team of Streisand, lyricists Alan and Marilyn 
Bergman, and composer Michel Legrand, decided 
that only Streisand would sing (perhaps one of the 
film's narcissistic weaknesses), because as a 
“hidden” character Yentl was the only one who could 
not openly express her feelings. 

Yentl thus becomes the film's narrator, explaining 
some things to the audience in prose, and other times 
singing of her feelings, temptations, problems, and 
inner thoughts. Streisand’s singing thus is not a 
musical sort of singing, it is a musical narration, 
Sometimes she starts a song, actually mouthing it, 
then the camera cuts to her in a new location, 
perhaps doing some business such as putting clothes 
away in a bureau drawer, and her lips are closed as 
the song continues, the words flowing on over her 
silent action, This is a daring approach for the film- 
maker to use, but here the audience does not lose the 
continuity of the music or the singing, as we get 
caught up in the piece and we accept the open or 
closed mouth without thinking of it. The only pro- 
blem is the number of such songs, at about a dozen, is 
too many a cameo for even Streisand. 

The film also borders on turning a good story intoa 
feminist tract. Although Isaac Bashevis Singer's book 
ends with Yentl, once her secret is revealed, going 
down the road to find another yeshiva and continue 
her life of study, the film takes her off to America 
hoping to find a more free and tolerant society. 
Pauline Kael finds the songs rather “‘tainted with 
feminist psychobabble."’ But another critic, Arthur 
Knight, finds the story “less a polemic than a mov- 
ing—and often quite funny—human experience, one 
that women can relate to directly, but also men 
without necessarily feeling threatened." 

Most of the songs are prayers to God, asking what 
seem to be logical questions of Him. (But Job's ques: 
tions seemed “‘logical” complaints as well.) “Why 
have wings unless you're meant to fly?" she queries. 
The wings Yentl speaks of are her soul and the desire 
of the human mind to know and understand. Really 
her prayer songs are complaints of man and his petty 
rules and restraints. Like her On a Clear Day You 
Can See Forever, Yentl carries us up in a dream of 
limitless achievement if we can only remove our pro- 
vincial blinders. 

Once having tasted of knowledge and learning, 
Yentl wants to “use” it somehow, rather than marry- 
ing and keeping a nest. though it is not at all clear 


what the practical value of a yeshiva education is. 


_ And overlooked here are the restrictions that men too 


face in the world of social conventions, unable to use 
all the potential developed in a good education, held 
back by others abusing positions of power. 

“Yentl the Yeshiva Boy” is a story Barbra Streisand 
has been wanting to tell for the last fifteen years. In 
1966 after finishing her first film role, an Academy 
Award-winning one, in Funny Girl, Streisand read 
the Singer short story, called her agent and said “I 
just found my next film.” Having lost her own father 
as an infant, she was strangely drawn to this tale of a 
young Jewish girl's thirst for education in a society 
which forced her to disguise as a boy to satisfy that 
thirst. Yet the premise of the story alone was enough 
to turn studio after studio away fromthe film pro- 
ject—too intellectual, toa ore too religious, too 

uirky, — 

? Finally atte decided iodine the pictu re herself and 
put together her own production team. United Ar- 
Usts, the studio started by actors in 1919 to offer a 
more open opportunity to talented people, finally 
made a financial commitment to Yentl and shooting 
began in April, 1982. 

Playing actress, co-producer, director, and other 
roles all at once was unbelievably strenuous. Those of 
us in the media business can relate to this studio 
description of her workday, “For Streisand, the ex- 
perience of location shooting was physically grueling, 
but exhilarating. Directing. acting, singing. watching 
the budget, maintaining a happy set, learning lines, 
having wardrobe fittings at 11:00 p.m. when 
everyone else had finished for the day, then having to 
review the day's work and plan the following day's 
shooting—somehow it all had to be fitted into a single 
day. Streisand usually requires eight hours of sleep 
each night, but learned to make do with three or four 
and still be in front of the cameras by 9:00 a.m. every 
morning.” 

“Yeshiva" in Hebrew means “sitting” or “seat,” a 
place to sit and study. And sit they do. But whe could 
imagine making an interesting film or scene on the 
subject of study? Well, cinematographer David 
Watkin does it by creating a busy setting, whether in 
the dining hall, library, or exteriors of the school 
buildings, as the camera reveals dozens of conversa- 
lion groups, pipe-smoking bearded scholars, heated 
arguments over the Talmud and its interpretation. 
and so on. The yeshiva is seen as a place alive with in- 
tellectual excitement, inquiry, and weighty matters 
of human conduct. It reminds me of the best days of 
my own seminary education. Though director Strei- 
sand will be criticized for starring in her own film and 
showcasing herself, the screen is populated with 
details and extras as the student scenes show layers 
of people in various depths from the camera lens as it 
pans across the action. 

This film touches deep human emotions, social 
restrictions, passions, and faith. For this the chief 
credit must go to Nobel Prize-winning Isaac Bashevis 
Singer as author of the story, and to screenplay writer 
Jack Rosenthal and Barbra Streisand. 

For an unusual story with intriguing circum- 
stances, a touch of humor, a complex interplay of 
human feelings and expectations, with stimulating 
questions relating to Jewish traditions and the Old 
Testament faith, Yentl will be of interest to many 
Christian Renewal readers. 0 





Film and television producer John R, Hamilton regularly reviews 
Jitms and analyzes media issues for Christian Renewal. Your fet- 
fers and questions are welcome. 
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I n case you didn’t know, a gull is a bird 
that lives near the water. The word “‘gullible” 
comes from “‘gull.”’ It is used to describe a 
person who believes everything he hears. 


Gulls Gulping 


If you live in a seaport town such as 
Charleston, South Carolina, you have seen 
flocks of gulls. They trail the big boats which 
take tourists to see the harbor. You have seen 
gulls hovering like clouds over the shrimping 
fleets. 

The gulls are looking for something to eat. A 
full will swallow anything. You even see gulls 
in the shopping centers picking up crumbs left 
from food the shoppers have eaten. 

Of course, you would never do that. You 
would have to be very, very hungry to lick up 
and swallow crumbs dropped in shopping 
centers. But people can be like that, in a way. 
People are called “gullible” when they 
swallow (believe) anything they hear. 


A TIMELY MAGAZINE OF DISTINCTIVELY REFORMED FAITH AND VISION 


es A SPECIAL SECTION FOR YOUNG READERS 
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It Would Be Nice 


Gullible people are not ‘from Missouri,” as, 
an old description of doubters goes. They do: 
not take things *‘with a grain of salt.”’ Instead, 
they think everything they hear is true. 

It would be nice if they were right. Actually 
a lot of what we hear is foolishness. Even 
things that get into print may not be true. 
They may just be somebody's opinion. They 
seem true to whoever wrote the story, but 
maybe they aren't. 

The writer may have heard just one side of 
the story. He may have been in such a hurry 
to write it that he did not bother to check his 
facts. Or he may be a poor judge of human 
nature and of situations. 


Check It Out 


There is one Person whose word is true. 
That Person is the Lord. 

Acts 17:11 tells us about the people of Berea 
who heard Paul and Silas preach. “They 
received the word with all readiness of mind, 








The 







and searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so.” 

The Bereans listened closely to what they 
heard. Then they got out their Bibles and 
checked to see if what Paul and Silas said was 
so. They wanted to be sure that what they 
were hearing was really the truth—not just 
something a man had made up. 

They wanted to see what God said about it. 


What About You? 


The Bereans were not gulls. They would not 
swallow just anything. When you hear 
someone say, “It's all right. Everybody does 

it.’ do you lick up and swallow down his 
words? Or do you go and get your Bible to see 
what God has to say about it? 

sometimes it's hard to know if something is 
true—even when you look in the Bible. 
Sometimes it’s hard to know just what to do. 
That's why it's always a good idea to be 
careful. We know that not everything we hear 


is true. 
Are you like the Bereans? Or are you as 


fullible as a gull? L 
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Finally the balloon swung above the little house. Gabby tossed 
some white powder in the air, and the balloon went down. 

“At last!” sighed Gabby. ‘Not very pleasant, was it?” 

Tom-Bom didn't stop to answer. He jumped out of the basket and 
dashed for the house. Rain was something he could do without! 

Gabby hurried up the steps, carrying the binoculars and the 
magic flute. 

“There!” he said. “At least the trip was not in vain. And Marco 
was happy too." 

He opened the chest in the living room and lay the flute next to 
the jars. 

Next he pulled off his soaking-wet clothes and put on an old coat 
and pants. The wet clothes he hung out to dry. 

And then the weather started to clear. Soon the sun was shining 
again, just as it had in the morning. 

“C'mon outside, Tom-Bom,”’ said Gabby. “Then you ean dry in 
the sun. I'm still going to cut some wood for the fireplace.” 

~ You were going to make a pond with fishes and plants,” said the 
cat. “You promised." 

“You don't forget a thing, do you?” laughed the wizard. “But first 
I have to read about that in the magic book. And I don't have time for 
reading now! Tomorrow I'll work on the pond.” 

' Promise?” 

Promise." 

Gabby fetched a small woodsaw and a small ax. He chopped down 


Story by Henri Arnoldus a small tree and cut it into logs which he tossed into a basket. In the 
Illustrations by Carol Voges meantime Tom-Bom lay stretched out in the warm sun, his fur drying 
quickly. 


Gabby carried the basket up the steps. 

“Boy, that’s heavy,"’ he said to himself. But finally the job was 
finished. 

“Well, that’s done,”’ he grunted happily. He went back outside 
and sat down beside his cat. Tom-Bom had fallen asleep. 


. S Gabby whispered softly: ‘I'm very happy to have a magic balloon 
S OppIin g We t and a magic cart and a magic flute ... and you, old puss." 


Now Gabby was in a hurry to get home. The air was terribly cold, 

much colder now than it had been that morning. Dark clouds hid the 

sun. At last rain began to fall. 
“Oh, how dreadful!” moaned the wizard. 
“I'm e-c-cold!” shivered the cat. “"And now I'm getting wet, too!" a 
Tom-Bom huddled in the bottom of the basket. | ‘aye 
“Your magic flute is getting wet too, Gabby!" he wailed. 
“That doesn't matter, old puss! C'mon, cheer up! We'll be home 

soon. I see the big forest already!" 
The old cat lay shivering and shaking in the basket. 
“With the flute you could change me into a beaver, Gabby,” he 

said. “Then the rain wouldn't bother me!” 
“Do you really want that?” asked the wizard. 
“Not really. I want to stay a cat." 
“When we get home, I'm going to cut some wood and light a fire. 

Then I can dry my clothes. I'm sopping wet!” . eae < 
“Aren't we home yet?" whined old puss. 
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“Almost, Tom-Bom. Have patience!” Next issue: A Plugged Up Chimney 
| “BIG BIRD” 












food, he sits on the eggs to keep them warm. The eggs are not left alone for 
one minute. 

The ostrich parents sit on the eggs for forty days. Then the chicks push 
themselves out. 


Family Secrets 


Newborn ostriches are already a foot tall. They sit in the nest until their 
feathers dry. It was hard work getting out of the shells. They will just sleep a 
few days. 

Father is watching close by. He calls to mother and his babies if danger is 
near. He can see a long way. He is almost eight feet tall! If he sees a lion, 
father will call “Boo, boo!’ The babies know to stay still. They do as father 
says. 





Born and Bread 


Baby ostriches learn what to eat soon after they are born. Mother and father 
show them. They learn that insects are yummy. So are lizards. Stones help 
their stomachs to digest their lunches. 

Father, mother, and babies will stay together as a family. Sometimes they 
will stay with other ostriches, They will hunt food and water together. 

The water hole is a favorite spot for the ostriches. They take turns drinking 
at the hole. Some other animals will come to drink too. Zebras and antelopes 
are friendly. 

Lions are dangerous. The ostriches will watch out for them while the other 
animals drink. 
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by Norman Bomer 





; ave you ever seen.a mother talk to her eggs? The 


largest bird in the world does! Just Right 
Both mother and father ostrich talk to their babies The Creator knew that long legs and large eyes would be just right for the 
} before they hatch. The babies will know the parents’ real “big bird.” He knew that the babies would need two parents who would 
voices after they hatch. love them and teach them to be safe. 
| Father and mother ostrich love their babies. Father God made the ostrich the right way. What a wise Creator who made a 


m] helps take care of the eggs. When mother hunts for special “big bird.” 0 Ey 





